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encore 5.0 serial key encore 5 serial keyAdvent #24: Three Weeks to Christmas November 22, 2018 Starting today and continuing through
Sunday, November 24, the Advent Wreath looks at the theme of the three Weeks to Christmas. I will be posting a reflection each day as
the season unfolds. Today we will begin. 1. Nothing has to be perfect.... Whether they’re full of his glory or dark with his judgment, the
trials and tribulations of life are our greatest gifts. We might never know the true worth of a gift until we know its cost. Like the humble

shepherd boy, Jesus did not run from the trials of his life. God sent him to our world to be crucified. Yet, he returned to his heavenly home.
God doesn’t ask us to ignore our pain. He asks us to work through it. Many people give up in the face of struggles. They are wise in doing

so. Our greatest hope is to be healed. When we are healed, we are able to use our faith to influence those around us. God will never ask us
to do something that we cannot do. All he asks of us is that we believe and trust in him. 2. … for now, at least... If you are feeling unhinged
from normal routine, Christmas is the time to take yourself off of the merry-go-round and acknowledge what you do. The season of Advent
invites us to embrace the mystery of the Christ child. We get to celebrate the birth of a Savior who became the light of the world, carrying

our sins and our iniquities (2. Cor. 5:21). The best gift we can give ourselves is to celebrate that which we cannot know. Celebrating
Christmas is not giving up. It’s celebrating the birth of the only one who can heal us from our shattered hearts. Let’s celebrate Jesus, the

baby, the light of the world who came to share his joy and hope in the midst of our brokenness. We walk with Jesus as he allows us to
experience the full glory of Christmas all through this year and into the future. 3. Let’s try, anyway... May the Lord give us each a heart to

be fully embraced by his love, through our suffering and pain, and may his life be celebrated within us, through this Advent season,
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