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In his memoir, Time For Life, Hemingway wrote that he had done extensive writing in the summer of 1933 and had been working on a novel that he later titled For Whom the Bell Tolls, based on his experiences in Spain during the Civil War. The novel was rejected by 12 publishers but was accepted by Liveright, an imprint of the Boni & Liveright
publishing company. Hemingway spent three months at the end of the summer in an isolated cabin in northern Michigan (for protection from the Spanish Civil War as well as his many other enemies) writing the novel. He completed it in less than two months. In the winter of 1934, he went to Key West, Florida to work on the novel. When Key West was
chosen, Hemingway changed his name to Robert Jordan, although the name Robert Jordan has become common for modern works based on the original manuscript. For Whom the Bell Tolls was published in November 1936 by Liveright, in an edition of 5000 copies; at that time the author received a paltry twenty-eight dollars as a bonus for meeting
the production deadline. It was the first novel that Hemingway had published and the first work of fiction to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. Even though it is still considered a masterpiece, For Whom the Bell Tolls is often criticized for its patriotism and wartime propaganda. Its main character, Robert Jordan, is a career military man who fights in
the 1936 civil war against fascism in Spain, which Hemingway himself supported. The novel received critical praise upon its first release. There were some liberties taken with the story, notably the decision to give Jordan an American wife (although Hemingway himself wanted to marry Martha Gellhorn). Moreover, unlike the Franco character, there is
no possibility of the rebel character being killed during the course of the story; in fact the last line is: "The sun was setting. That was his last conscious thought." The political war was won and Hemingway's own death at the end of the war left him able to focus on artistic matters. Hemingway declined to become a member of the Society of American

Authors and, in the mid-1960s, did not contribute to the list of pseudonyms in which the royalties from For Whom the Bell Tolls were being earned. On the other hand, Hemingway refused to allow his name to be used for the award-winning film In the Light of Morning. The Spanish title of the novel is La canción del ll
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