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the challenges, Rouhani has been able to
gradually win over the population through

his efforts to change the Iranian political and
economic climate. A major opposition group

that has been shying away from direct
involvement in the elections said the result
of the second day of voting was a setback
for Rouhani and the entire reformist camp.
Election of Rouhani and Mehdi Jafari, the

head of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps,
as two of the five candidates was in favor of
the conservatives, who were unable to win a
majority in parliament despite having won
90 percent of the vote in the first round.

Ayatollah Hashemi Shahroudi, a
conservative cleric and a nephew of cleric

and former President Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, was backed by the two powerful
institutions that have tried to seize control of
the political scene in Iran: the Revolutionary

Guard Corps (IRGC) and the judiciary.
Rouhani and Jafari will face each other in the

second round. The reformists, who have
been the leader of the opposition in
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parliament, have tried to present Rouhani as
an extremely inexperienced president. “They
are trying to paint the picture that Rouhani is
a weak figure who, should he win the second
round, will face great difficulties in dealing
with the problems confronting the Iranian

government,” Mohammad Sharifi, a
reformist candidate, told the ISNA news
agency. “People are going to vote for

Rouhani to pull them out of the crisis they
are facing in the economy, the problems
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