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Guides.Gary, Illinois Gary is a city in
Porter County, Illinois, United States. The

population was 28,898 at the 2010
census, up from 27,925 at the 2000
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census. Gary is considered part of the
Chicago metropolitan area. History The
earliest white settlers to the area were
German-speaking Quaker immigrants

from Westphalia who were admitted to
Illinois in 1803. Many of the settlers were

affiliated with the Christian Reformed
Church, a Protestant denomination which

originated in Germany and spread to
various countries throughout the world.

Gary was founded in 1868 along the
Chicago and North Western Railway, now
part of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul
and Pacific Railroad line. It was an early

railroad town built to service the needs of
the railroad. The city name was inspired

by one of the Christian Reformed
churches, which was named after the

German city of Geismar. The first general
stores were opened, and the town began

to take shape. However, this rail line
stopped service to Gary in 1871. The
railroad established a replacement
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service in 1874. Railroads, farmers, and
the Chicago meatpacking industry

produced wealth for the town. In 1889,
the first newspaper, the Gary Gazette,

was established. For the first three
decades, the only industries in town were
stores and lumberyards. The lumberyards

produced railroad ties and railroad
supplies and maintained warehouses

along the rail line. In 1890, the
manufacture of canning jars began in
Gary. The canning jars became widely
used for preserving food and were an
important part of the community for

decades. After the Wall Street crash of
1929, the Great Depression occurred.
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