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has moved a step closer to changing the rules on how quickly foreign
students can work. On Friday, the Department of Homeland Security
issued a draft proposal to the Office of Management and Budget that

would allow foreign students to work in the U.S. after graduating if they
got an offer of employment (see chart) with a salary of as little as $13,500

per year. The proposal has received no formal public reaction, although
supporters say it has much of the momentum needed to survive.

Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff and Secretary of Labor
Elaine L. Chao are said to be supportive. A spokesman for the labor

secretary said Sunday he could not comment on the proposal. A
spokesman for the Homeland Security Secretary said he could not

comment on the proposal until the formal announcement. But supporters
say the proposal, which is expected to be made final soon, is a long-

awaited attempt to address a simmering political controversy over foreign
student recruitment. At the moment, the rules under the existing Optional

Practical Training (OPT) program, which is not a formal part of the H-1B
visa program, limit the number of foreign students in the U.S. to two years.
After that, they must go back to their country of origin. Although the two

years of work is usually supposed to be in the college or university setting,
the OPT rules include a provision, known as the 40-hour law, that allows

foreign students who graduate from American schools to continue working
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on their master's or doctorate, as long as the work relates to their studies.
The Bush administration's proposal is also designed to address an issue

that has long plagued the H-1B program: The record number of
applications made this past year -- more than 400,000 -- which is more
than double last year's total. The rules make the final decision about

foreign students in the U.S. up to the employers. The proposal is the latest
action in the immigration debate since last week, when the administration
lifted a ban on assault rifles and assault weapons, allowing gun owners to

buy them. The administration also made new rules to allow foreign
graduates of U.S c6a93da74d
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